St SE, Minneapolis, MN 55455. less frequent and more scattered labeling; three to four times more gold partides were visualized in each duster on cells bound by mAb E5 compared to cells bound
For passage, the cells were removed from the flask by treatment with trypsin (1%; GIBCO) for 3 mm.
Antibody
Blocking
Experiments.
An enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA)was employed (15). Protein A-purified rabbit anti-PLAP (10 zgIml), prepared as previously described ( The background readings for nonspecific immunoglobulin bound were 20, 30, 140, and 522 for 0.5, 5, 50 and 250 .tg/ml, respectively. /, ND, not determined.
( Figure  2A ). However, the number ofgold particles in each cluster is less than that observed in the previous study ( 
Discussion
The results with mAb ES confirm earlier studies employing polyclonal 2ntibodies, which demonstrated a clustered distribution of PLAP on the surfaces of normal and cancer cells on which the enzyme was expressed (7) . Furthermore, since the mAbs bind only two epitopes on the PLAP homodimer and protein A binds to only one site on each mAb, one halfthe number ofprotein A-gold pan- 
